ORDER OF WORSHIP
November 21, 2021 | Christ the King Sunday | 8:30 AM
(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

(blue and green are hymnal colors)

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield
WELCOMING WORD Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love.
CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:
The LORD is king, robed in majesty;

C:
the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength.

L:
Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;
C:
you are from everlasting.
+HYMN #549 (Green) Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:
Amen.
L:
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

        L:
Have mercy on us, O God.
        C:
We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor.  We have built walls instead of tables and have turned away the stranger.  We have sought glory for ourselves and have treasured that 


which does not satisfy.  Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send, and to treasure mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us to serve those in need. Amen.
       L:
God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for Jesus’ sake and remembers them no more.  Lift up your heads and your hearts.  Yours is the kingdom of God.

       C:
Amen.

GREETING

L: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: 
And also, with you.

+ Kyrie pg. 57 (Green)  


+ Hymn of Praise pg. 60 (Green) “This is the feast…”
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:
Almighty and ever-living God, 

C: 
you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
        Amen.
FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

9As I watched,
 thrones were set in place,
  and an Ancient One took his throne,
 his clothing was white as snow,
  and the hair of his head like pure wool;
 his throne was fiery flames,
  and its wheels were burning fire.
 10A stream of fire issued
  and flowed out from his presence.
 A thousand thousands served him,
  and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
 The court sat in judgment,
  and the books were opened.
13As I watched in the night visions,
 I saw one like a human being
  coming with the clouds of heaven.
 And he came to the Ancient One
  and was presented before him.
 14To him was given dominion
  and glory and kingship,
 that all peoples, nations, and languages
  should serve him.
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion
  that shall not pass away,
 and his kingship is one
  that shall never be destroyed.
SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8

4bGrace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
 7Look! He is coming with the clouds;
  every eye will see him,
 even those who pierced him;
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
ACCLAMATION (pg. 62) 
(sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.

L: 
The Gospel according to John, Chapter 11
C: 
Glory to you, O Lord
GOSPEL:  John 18:33-37
33Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
+L: 
The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ
Choir Anthem – “O Day of Peace”
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor John Twiton
+HYMN #530 (Green) Jesus Shall Reign 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

+ NICENE CREED pg. 64 (Green) 
+ THE PRAYERS pg. 65 (Green)

(As the pastor concludes each petition with the words: “Lord in your mercy…”  The people respond:  Hear our prayer.”)

OFFERING

OFFERTORY Let the vineyards be fruitful pg. 63 (Green)
MEAL

+Offering Prayer pg. 67 (Green)
+The Great Thanksgiving pg. 68 (Green)
+Words of Institution. Pg. 69 (Green)
+ THE LORD’S PRAYER pg. 71 (Green) (right hand column)
+Communion
SENDING

COMMUNITY WORD 
+BLESSING

L: 
May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, surround you and sustain you until we gather again.  

C: 
Amen.
+HYMN #170 (Green) Crown Him with Many Crowns (1,5,6)
+DISMISSAL
L: 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: 
Thanks be to God. 
Devotions for the week of November 21, 2021

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?
READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your understanding
Monday, Psalm 76, God is victorious

Tuesday, Revelation 11:15-19, God’s reign at the end of time.

Wednesday, Ezekiel 30:20-26, I am the Lord
Thursday, Psalm 25:1-10, To you I lift up my soul

Friday, 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22, Rejoice, pray, give thanks

Saturday, Luke 21:20-24, A messianic warning

TALK: Consider some of these ideas: “Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” – John 18:37 In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through force or with love.

· How do you understand strength, power, authority and glory through your lens of faith in Christ? 
· What kind of kingdom is God using us to shape, influence and build in the here and now?
· What is Jesus continuing to turn upside down in the world and the church?
PRAY: Almighty God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
BLESS: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.  The holy Trinity, one God, bless you now and forever.  Amen

PAGE  
6

