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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, January 15, 2023 | 2nd Sunday after Epiphany | 9:00 AM 

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 
 

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield 
 

WELCOMING WORD Today’s gospel opens with further reflection 
on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come 
and see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to 
invite others to come and worship the Holy One and to receive the 
gifts of grace and peace made known among us. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who makes all things   
new, whose mercy endures forever. 

C - Amen. 
P - Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

    Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C - we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free   
       ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our    
       hearts have turned away from you.  For the sake of the    
       world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to   
       one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
P - Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and  
        new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We  
        are forgiven in the name of Christ our Savior. 
C - Amen 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  
                # 886 - Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 

GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also, with you. 
 

+ KYRIE pg. 138 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 139 “Glory to God in the Highest…” 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

L: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer,   
C: by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your grace we 
may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and 
joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Congregational Songs: God is Good    
      Holy is the Lord  

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 49:1-7 
1Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far 
away! The LORD called me before I was born, while I was in my 
mother’s womb he named me. 2He made my mouth like a sharp 
sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a 
polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. 3And he said to me, 
“You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4But I 
said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing 
and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward 
with my God.” 5And now the LORD says, who formed me in the 
womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that 
Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of 
the LORD, and my God has become my strength— 6he says, 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up 
the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.” 7Thus says the LORD, the 
Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, 
abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and 
stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because 
of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has 
chosen you.” 
 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
and our brother Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in 
Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, together with all those who in every place call on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 3Grace 
to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of 
God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way 
you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 
kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 



among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were 
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142) 
      (sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the    

                  words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

L: The Gospel according to John, Chapter 1, 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

GOSPEL: John 1:29-42 
29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not 
know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the 
Son of God.” 35The next day John again was standing with two of 
his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, 
“Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him 
say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw 
them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” 
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” 
They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained 
with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the 
afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed 
him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who 
looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be 
called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 
+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “I Love to Tell the Story” 
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
 

MESSAGE Pastor John Twiton 
 

 +CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 
   # 815 - I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
 

+APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105 
 

OFFERING – 
 

MUSIC “The River” 
 

OFFERTORY #186 “Create in me….” 
 

THE PRAYERS (pg. 143)  
 (As the pastor concludes each petition with the words:     
 “Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”) 
 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 145) (right hand column) 
 

SENDING 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
 

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ 
 our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, 
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.   
C: Amen. 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN # 669 - Rise Up, O Saints of God 
 

+DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

 
WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender 
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, 

physical or mental abilities, financial resources, family status, or 
personal struggles.  We are committed to being an anti-racist 

community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend 
God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here. Your story and 

your life are valuable. In Christ’s love, we welcome you. 



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 15, 2023 
 

SHARE: What are three things you are grateful for today? 
 

READ: Read the daily readings to deepen your understanding: 
 

Monday, Psalm 40:6-17, Thanksgiving for Deliverance 
Tuesday, Hebrews 10:1-4, Christ’s Sacrifice for All 
Wednesday, Matthew 16:13-19, Peter’s Declaration 
Thursday, Psalm 27:1-6, Song of Triumph 
Friday, Galatians 2:1-10, Paul and the Other Apostles 
Saturday, 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13, Samuel Anoints David 

 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:    
 

 

“When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to 
them, “What are you looking for?” – John 1:38 

John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as 
his disciples begin to share with others what they have found. 

 

• Have you ever felt your witness to God has been in vain? 
If so, how are Isaiah’s words comforting? (Isa 49:4) 

 

• To sanctify means “to make holy” or “to set apart.” How 
can you tell you have been sanctified? (1 Cor 1:2) 

 

• What assurance would you demand before following 
someone? Would you have left all to follow Jesus? (John 
1:37) 

 
 

PRAY: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit 
hold us forever, that through your grace we may worship you 
and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

BLESS:  The God who faithfully brings forth justice and 
breaks the oppressor’s rod bless, strengthen, and uphold 
you, today and always. Amen. 
 
 
 


	Friday, Galatians 2:1-10, Paul and the Other Apostles

