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A family in faith, reaching out to share in God’s love 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 |Baptism of Our Lord | 9:00 AM 

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 
 
 

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield 
 

WELCOMING WORD In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed 
as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills 
all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth 
justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism, we too 
are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s 
beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to 
all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who makes all things   
new, whose mercy endures forever. 

C - Amen. 
P - Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

   Holy One, source of our renewal, 
C - we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free   
       ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our    
       hearts have turned away from you.  For the sake of the    
       world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to   
       one another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
P - Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and  
        new things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We  
        are forgiven in the name of Christ our Savior. 
C - Amen 
 

OPENING HYMN: #302     As with Gladness Men of Old 
 

GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also, with you. 
 

+ KYRIE pg. 138 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 140 “This is the feast…” 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  O God our Father, 
C:  at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved   
       Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who   
       are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your  
       daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit,  
       through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and  
       reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
       forever. Amen. 
 

Congregational Songs –The River is Here 
          I Believe in Jesus  
    

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9  
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice 
to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it 
heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly 
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 
justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his 
teaching. 5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes 
from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those 
who walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes 
that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from 
the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the Lord, that is my 
name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the 
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of 



Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did 
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 

 
 

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142) 
      (sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the    

           words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

 

L: The Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 3 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 3:13-17 
 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus 
had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 
 

+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM - “Like a Dove” 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

 MESSAGE Pastor John Twiton 
 

+HYMN #304     Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 
 

+NICENE CREED pg. 104 



 

THE PRAYERS pg. 143 
 

  (As the leader concludes each petition with the words:  
  “Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our 
prayer.”) 
 

 

OFFERING SONG     Wade in the Water 
 

OFFERTORY - #182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 
 

MEAL 
 
 

+ Offering Prayer: Liberating God, you break the bonds of 
injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these 
offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we 
magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 
 

+The Great Thanksgiving pg. 144 
 

+Words of Institution 
 

+The Lord’s Prayer pg. 145 (right hand column) 
 

Communion Hymn:  #303     Brightest and Best 
 

Prayer after Communion: Holy One, we thank you for the 
healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew 
our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly 
with you. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
 

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ 
 our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, 
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.   
C: Amen. 
 

+HYMN #249     On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 

+DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 



C: Thanks be to God.  
 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 8, 2023 
 

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low 
point? 
 

READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your 
understanding: 
 

Monday, Psalm 89:5-37, God’s Covenant with David 
Tuesday, Jeremiah 1:4-10, Jeremiah’s Call 
Wednesday, Isaiah 51:1-16, Blessings in Story for God’s People 
Thursday, Psalm 40:1-11, Prayer for Help 
Friday, Acts 1:1-5, The Promise of the Holy Spirit 
Saturday, 1 Kings 19:19-21, Elisha follows Elijah 

 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:  
 

“And a voice from heaven said, 
 “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

-- Matthew 2:17 
 

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by 
the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child 
 

• What new things do you yearn for God to declare in this 
age? How can you help bring them about? (Isa 42:9) 

• What does “God shows no partiality” mean today — for the 
way you love your neighbor? Your enemies? (Acts 10:34) 

• What might God be calling you to say and do, not to earn 
salvation, but to “fulfill righteousness”? (Matt 3:15) 
 

PRAY:  O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed 
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make 
all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your 
daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
BLESS:  The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 
oppressor’s rod bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and 
always. Amen. 
 


	Friday, Acts 1:1-5, The Promise of the Holy Spirit

