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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, March 26, 2023 |Fifth Sunday in Lent | 9:00 AM
(+ =stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield

WELCOMING WORD In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by
raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life
into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories
proclaim God'’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might
also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly
baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

OPENING HYMN: # 825 - You Servants of God
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.

C - Amen.

P - Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance
and God'’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
C - we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not
trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we
spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to
heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as
we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.
P - Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so
that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine
mercy, forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power.
Amen.

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also, with you.

+ KYRIE pg. 203 (“Have Mercy on us, Lord”)
+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 204 (“Glory be to God...")

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Almighty God,

C: your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Exodus 37:1-14

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” | answered,

“O Lord Gob, you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. >Thus says the

Lord Gob to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ¢l
will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that |
am the LORD.” 7So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to
its bone. 8l looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. “Then he
said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus, says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.” 191 prophesied as he commanded me, and
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast
multitude. 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, thus says the Lord Gob: |
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. ¥*And you shall know
that I am the LORD, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and |
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have
spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

Congregational Songs - | Believe in Jesus
Jesus Messiah

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

%To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. “For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does
not submit to God'’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.’But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does
not belong to him. 1°But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 205)
(sing) We are turning, Lord, to hear you; you are merciful and kind
- slow to anger, rich in blessing, and with love to us inclined.
L: The Gospel according to John, Chapter 11
C:Glory toyou, O Lord



GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

INow a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “But when Jesus heard it, he
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” >°Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus wasiill, he
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. “Then after this he said to
the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” ?Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 1°But those who
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he
told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken
him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all
right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought
that he was referring merely to sleep. 1#Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is
dead. T°For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let
us go to him.” 1Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples,
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” ¥When Jesus arrived, he found that
Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, some two miles away, 1and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. 2°When Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 2!Martha said
to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But
even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 22Jesus said
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2*Martha said to him, “l know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 2°Jesus said to her, “l am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will
live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, the one coming into the world.” 22When she had said this, she went back
and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is
calling for you.” 2 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to

him. 3°Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place
where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3*He said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 3>Jesus began to weep. 3¢So the Jews
said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who



opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 3Then Jesus,
again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 3?Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four
days.” “%Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed, you would see
the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and
said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. 42| knew that you always hear me,
but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.” “3When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” “4The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him,
and let him go.” #°Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

+L: The Gospel of the Lord

+C: Praise to you, O Christ

CHOIR ANTHEM - “O God Beyond All Praising”
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor Barry Hoerz

+HYMN - 588 - There's a Wideness in God's Mercy
+APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105

OFFERING -

MUSIC - “All My Hope”
OFFERTORY #186 “Create in me...."

THE PRAYERS (pg. 206)
(As the pastor concludes each petition with the words:
“Lord in your mercy...” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”)

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 208) (right hand column)
SENDING
COMMUNITY WORD

+BLESSING

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ

our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, surround you
and sustain you until we gather again.

C: Amen.

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN - # 537 - On Our Way Rejoicing

The composer of our closing hymn is English musician and poet, Frances R.
Havergal (1836-1879). Although Frances wrote the music for this hymn, most of
her work involved writing hymn texts. She wrote the words to such familiar
hymns as "Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak," "Take My Life and Let It Be,"



and "O Savior, Precious Savior." Ms. Havergal was also a brilliant singer and
piano player. She considered all of her talents to be loans from the Lord, and
devoted her life to using those talents only to His glory.

+DISMISSAL

L: Goin peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

WE WELCOME ALLTOELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, gender
identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental abilities, financial
resources, family status, or personal struggles. We are committed to being an anti-
racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend God’s grace,
love, justice, and dignity. You belong here. Your story and your life are valuable. In
Christ’s love, we welcome you.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 26, 2023
SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?
READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your understanding:

Monday, Psalm 143, Prayer for Deliverance

Tuesday, 2 Kings 4:18-37, Elisha Heals a Boy

Wednesday, Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41, Jeremiah Buys a Field
Thursday, Psalm 31:9-16, Deliverance from Enemies
Friday, Philippians 1:21-30, Living is Christ, Dying is Gain
Saturday, Mark 10:32-34, Jesus Foretells His Death

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” John 11:43

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic
scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

¢  Whose death have you wept over, grieved deeply? (John
11:1-45)

¢ When was a time you felt God breathing new life into you?
(Ezek 37:1-14)

¢ Howdo you perceive the presence, work, or impact of the Spiritin any
given moment? (Rom 8:6-11)

PRAY: Merciful God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life
in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

BLESS: God, the giver of love, Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.



	Friday, Philippians 1:21-30, Living is Christ, Dying is Gain

