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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, May 7, 2023 |Fifth Sunday of Easter | 9:00 AM 

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 
 

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield 
 

WELCOMING WORD As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, 
today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his 
followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ 
mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to 
proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds, 
we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

OPENING HYMN: “Glories of Your Name are Spoken” (insert) 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, by whose hand we are given new 
birth, by whose speaking we are given new life. 
C - Amen. 
 

P - Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, 
and supported as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the 
gift of baptism.   Holy God, 
C - holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed 
us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In 
baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born 
anew. 
 

P - Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you 
for waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops 
and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the 
outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 
C:  Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our 
witness to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice 
for all. 
 

P - Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries 
the earth, bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where 
chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and 
the Spirit reigns forever. 
C - Amen 
 

GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
 of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
C:  And also, with you. 
 



+ KYRIE pg. 138 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 140 “This is the feast…” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Almighty God, 
C:  your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace 
to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to 
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Congregational Songs –  I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me 
             Heart of Worship 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 
 

55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory 
of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see 
the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:  “See, I 
am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7To you then who believe, he is 
precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes 
them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they 
disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. 
 

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142) 
      (sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the    

           words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 



L: The Gospel according to John, Chapter 14, 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

GOSPEL:  John 14:1-14 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 
God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you 
know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, 
we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said to him, 
“Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 
who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do 
the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I 
am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, 
I will do it.” 

 

+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM – “Awake, My Soul” 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

 MESSAGE Pastor John Twiton 
 

 +HYMN # 758 “You Are the Way” 
 

 + NICENE CREED pg. 104 
 

 THE PRAYERS pg. 143 
 

  (As the leader concludes each petition with the words:  
  “Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”) 
 

OFFERING – SONG “At the Mention of Your Name” 
                 (please pass the pew pads at this time)  
  

OFFERTORY - #182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 

 



 
MEAL 

 

+ Offering Prayer: Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this 
bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

+The Great Thanksgiving pg. 144 
 

+Words of Institution 
 

+ The Lord’s Prayer pg. 145 (right hand column) 
 

 Communion Hymn:  # 838 - Beautiful Savior 
 

Prayer after Communion: Gracious God, in you we live and move and 
have our being. With your word and this meal of grace, you have 
nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love 
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
 

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ 
 our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, 
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.   
C: Amen. 

  

+HYMN # 805 - Lead On, O King Eternal 
  

+DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
 

WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 
Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental 
abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal struggles.  We are 
committed to being an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here. 
Your story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s love, we welcome you. 
 
 
 
 



 
DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 7, 2023 

 

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
 

READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your 
understanding: 
 

Monday, Psalm 102:1-17,  
 

Tuesday, Proverbs 3:5-12,  
 

Wednesday, John 8:31-38,  
 

Thursday, Psalm 66:8-20,  
 

Friday, Genesis 7:1-24,  
 

Saturday, John 14:27-29,  
 
 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:  
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in me.” 

-- John 14:1 
 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his 
disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before 
them and act on their behalf. 
 
• Which words or actions of Jesus have had the greatest impact on 

your life and behavior? (John 14:1-14) 
• When have you forgiven someone whom others would have wished 

harm or vengeance? (Acts 7:55-60) 
• How do you relate personally to people in your daily life who are 

“nones” or unbelievers? (1 Pet 2:2-10) 
 
PRAY:  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the 

life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his 
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

BLESS:  The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you by the 
power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. Amen. 

 



 


	Friday, Genesis 7:1-24,

