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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, August 20, 2023 |12t Sunday after Pentecost | 9:00 AM
(+ =stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield

WELCOMING WORD In Isaiah we hear that God'’s house shall be a house of
prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The
Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching
in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith,
how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In
our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort,
healing, and justice for those in need.

OPENING HYMN: # 705 - God of Grace and God of Glory

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and every
season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.

C-Amen.

P - Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

(Silence is kept for reflection)

Righteous God,

C - we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

P - God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace
when we fail. Claim the gift of God's mercy: you are freed and forgivenin
the name of Jesus Christ.

C-Amen

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.
+ KYRIE pg. 138
+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 140 “This is the feast...”

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: God of all peoples,

C: your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach
us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and
constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my
salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed. °And the
foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love
the name of the LORD, and to be his servants all who keep the sabbath,
and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant— “these | will bring to
my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their
burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my
house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 8Thus says the
Lord GoD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, | will gather others to
them besides those already gathered.

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

[Paul writes:] !l ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! |
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe
of Benjamin. 22God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
2%For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *°Just as you were
once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their
disobedience, 3!so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the
mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. *2For God has
imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142)
(sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life. Alleluia.

L: The Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 15,
C:Glory toyou, O Lord

GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

[19[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and
understand:!it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but
it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” *Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took
offense when they heard what you said?” **He answered, “Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. “Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides
another, both will fall into a pit.” *>But Peter said to him, “Explain this
parable to us.” 1*Then he said, “Are you also still without
understanding? ¥’Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth
enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? ®But what comes out
of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. *For out
of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft,
false witness, slander. 2°These are what defile a person, but to eat with
unwashed hands does not defile.”] 2*Jesus left that place and went away
to the district of Tyre and Sidon. ?2Just then a Canaanite woman from



that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord,
Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 2°But he did not
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send
her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” ?*He answered, “| was sent
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 2°But she came and knelt
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 2He answered, “It is not fair to take
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 2’She said, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 2Then
Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you
as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

+L: The Gospel of the Lord
+C: Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE
MESSAGE Pastor John Twiton
+HYMN # 641 - All Are Welcome
+ NICENE CREED pg. 104

THE PRAYERS pg. 143

(As the leader concludes each petition with the words:
“Lord in your mercy...” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”)

BENEVOLENCE
OFFERING (please pass the pew pads at this time)
OFFERTORY - #182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

MEAL

+ Offering Prayer: God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the
giver of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with
your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+The Great Thanksgiving pg. 144

+Words of Institution

+The Lord’s Prayer pg. 145 (right hand column)
Communion Hymn: # 607 - Come, Ye Disconsolate



Prayer after Communion: We thank you, generous God, for the
refreshment we have received at your banquet table. Send us now to
spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our
dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
COMMUNITY WORD
+BLESSING

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ
our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter,
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.

C: Amen.

+HYMN # 779 - Amazing Grace
+DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

WE WELCOME ALLTO ELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical
or mental abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal
struggles. We are committed to being an anti-racist community. By the
power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend God'’s grace, love, justice, and
dignity. You belong here. Your story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s
love, we welcome youl.



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 20, 2023
SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?

READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your
understanding:

Monday, Psalm 87, The Joy of Living in Zion

Tuesday, Romans 11:13-29, The Salvation of the Gentiles
Wednesday, Matthew 8:1-13, Jesus Heals

Thursday, John 1:43-51, Jesus Calls Disciples

Friday, Ezekiel 36:33-38, The Renewal of Israel
Saturday, Ezekiel 31:15-18, The Lofty Cedar

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for
you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.”
-- Matthew 15:28

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than
outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested
when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help.

e Does it surprise you that Isaiah defines God’s people not by
nationality, but by righteousness? (Isaiah 56:6-7)

e Paul says the gifts and call of God are irrevocable, what assurance
does that give us who still find ourselves insin? (Romans 11:29)

e How often to you find defiling thoughts and words creeping into
your life? (Matt 15:18)

PRAY: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who
call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the
earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESS: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest
seed bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.



	Friday, Ezekiel 36:33-38, The Renewal of Israel

