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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Sunday, August 27, 2023 |13t Sunday after Pentecost| 9:00 AM
(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield

WELCOMING WORD In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their
spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares
that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith.
God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s
mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our
bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of
Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word
and deed.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:
# 654 The Church’s One Foundation

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and every
season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.

C-Amen.

P - Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

(Silence is kept for reflection)

Merciful God,

C - we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We
have squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the
name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

P - God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace
when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgivenin
the name of Jesus Christ.

C - Amen

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also, with you.

+ KYRIE pg. 138
+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 139 “Glory to God in the Highest...”



PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: O God,

C: with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the
rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body
of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL SONGS:

ELW #671 Shine, Jesus, Shine
In the Secret

FIRST READING - Isaiah 51:1-6

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from
which you were dug. ?Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who
bore you; for he was but one when | called him, but | blessed him and
made him many. 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her
waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the
garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving
and the voice of song. *Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my
nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the
peoples. > will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone
out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me,

and for my arm they hope. ¢Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at
the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will
wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but
my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

1] appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. ?2Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by
the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has

assigned. *For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, >so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. *We have gifts
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; “ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.



+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142)
(sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life. Alleluia.

L: The Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 16,
C: Glory toyou, O Lord

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20

BBNow when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 1*And they
said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 1>He said to them, “But who do you say
that | am?” *Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.” *’And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in
heaven. And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock, | will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. *° will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven”” ?°Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that
he was the Messiah.

+L: The Gospel of the Lord

+C: Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Intern Zach Smirris

HYMN #652 Built on a Rock

+APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105

OFFERING -

MUSIC BY PRAISE TEAM: Free the World
OFFERTORY #186 “Create in me....”

THE PRAYERS (pg. 143)
(As the pastor concludes each petition with the words:
“Lord in your mercy...” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”)

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 145) (right hand column)
SENDING



COMMUNITY WORD

+BLESSING

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ
our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter,
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.

C: Amen.
+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN

#596 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
+DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

WE WELCOME ALL TOELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical
or mental abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal

struggles. We are committed to being an anti-racist community. By the
power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and
dignity. You belong here. Your story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s
love, we welcome youl.



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 27, 2023
SHARE: What are your highs/lows for today?

READ: Read the daily readings to deepen your understanding:

Monday, Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32, Thanksgiving for Victory

Tuesday, Romans 11:33-36, The Wisdom of God

Wednesday, Isaiah 28:14-22, Judgement on the Corrupt

Thursday, Psalm 26:1-8, Plea for Vindication

Friday, 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12, The Lawless Person

Saturday, Jeremiah 15:10-14, Jeremiah’s Complaint and Reassurance

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God.” - Matthew 16:16

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the
Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a
church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

e How do your ancestors in the faith impact your belief today?
(Isaiah 51:1-2)

e What are the best methods for helping people discover and
cultivate their spiritual gifts? (Rom 12:1-8)

e Who do people today say that Jesus is to them? (Matthew 16:13)

PRAY: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise
you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the
body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESS: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest
seed /bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.



