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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, October 8, 2023 |19th Sunday after Pentecost| 9:00 AM 

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 
 

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield 
 

WELCOMING WORD In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, 
which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For 
Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of 
Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at 
baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s 
sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  
# 638 - Blessed Assurance 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P - Blessed be God, the one who forms us, Jesus who bears the cross, the 
Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
C - Amen. 
 

P - Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

 (Silence is kept for reflection)  
 

Steadfast and faithful God, 
C - you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. 
We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation,  
forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive 
us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
P - God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.  God’s compassion is 
beyond compare.  In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 
In Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
C - Amen 
 

GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also, with you. 
 



+ KYRIE pg. 138 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 139 “Glory to God in the Highest…” 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: Beloved God, 
C: from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of 
your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful 
guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SONGS:  
   

    Here I Am to Worship 
    My Life Is In You, Lord 
 

FIRST READING - Isaiah 5:1-7 
1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of 
stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst 
of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it 
yielded wild grapes. 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of 
Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4What more was there to do for 
my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, 
why did it yield wild grapes? 5And now I will tell you what I will do to my 
vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down 
its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be 
pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people 
of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, but heard a cry! 
 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 3:4b-14 
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless. 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as 
loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because 
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 



that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like 
him in his death, 11if somehow, I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but 
I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God 
in Christ Jesus. 
 

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142) 
      (sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the    

                  words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

L: The Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 21, 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a 
landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press 
in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to 
the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and 
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, 
more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent 
his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him 
and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, 
and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 
do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him 
the produce at the harvest time.” 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read 
in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who 
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom 
it falls.”45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but 
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 



CHOIR ANTHEM: “Be Thou My Vision” 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
 

MESSAGE Intern Zach Smirris 
 

HYMN: (insert) Dear Lord and Father of Mankind  
 

+APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105 
 

3rd GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION 
 

OFFERING – 
 

MUSIC BY PRAISE TEAM:   Lord, I Need You 
 

OFFERTORY #186 “Create in me….” 
 

THE PRAYERS (pg. 143)  
        (As the pastor concludes each petition with the words:     
“Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”) 
 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 145) (right hand column) 
 

SENDING 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ 
 our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, surround 
you and sustain you until we gather again.   
C: Amen. 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN  
# 597 - My Hope Is Built 

 

+DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 
Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental 
abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal struggles.  We are 
committed to being an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here. Your 
story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s love, we welcome you. 



 
DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 8, 2023 
 

SHARE: What are your highs/lows for today? 

READ: Read the daily readings to deepen your understanding: 
 

Monday, Psalm 144, Prayer for Deliverance 

Tuesday, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, A New Creation 

Wednesday, John 11:45-57, The Plot to Kill Jesus 

Thursday, Psalm 23, The Good Shepherd 

Friday, James 4:4-10, Humbles Yourself Before God 

Saturday, Isaiah 24:17-23, Impending Judgement 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:    
 

 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’?”  Matthew 21:42 
 

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing 
that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 
 

• Do you ever stop to consider all that God has done for you and 
reflect on how that shows in your life? (Isaiah 5:4) 

 
• In daily life, how can we receive God’s gifts with gratitude yet view 

all things as rubbish? (Phil 3:7-9) 
 
• What fruits of the kingdom do you think Jesus was referring to, and 

what do they look like today? (Matt 21:43) 
 

PRAY: Almighty and eternal God, from you come all things that are good. 
Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, 
and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESS: The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit 
who lives in you, bless you now and forever. Amen.   

 

 


