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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Sunday November19, 2023 |25t Sunday after Pentecost | 9:00 AM
(+=stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield

WELCOMING WORD Our readings during November speak of the end
times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the LORD will be filled
with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and
urges us to be awake and sober. In the end, the faithful are those who served
Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged.

HYMN: #855 Crown Him with Many Crowns (vs. 1-4)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.

C: Amen

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in
using your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see
your beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin that
divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve
your creation. Amen.

L: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the
door to us. Through Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in
Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for
us from the foundation of the world. C: Amen

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.

+ KYRIE pg. 138
+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 140 “This is the feast...”

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: O God of power and might,

C: your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the
riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and
the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ,



our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Congregational Songs - Days of Elijah

Lord, Reign in Me

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7,12-18

’Be silent before the Lord Gob! For the day of the LORD is at hand;

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 2At
that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps, and | will punish the people
who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts,
“The LorD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 1*Their wealth shall be
plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they
shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink
wine from them. **The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening
fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud
there. ®That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a
day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds
and thick darkness, *¢a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the
fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will bring such
distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they
have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust,
and their flesh like dung. *¥Neither their silver nor their gold will be able
to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the
whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all
the inhabitants of the earth.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do
not need to have anything written to you. ?For you yourselves know very
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. *When
they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will
come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there
will be no escape! “But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to
surprise you like a thief; >for you are all children of light and children of
the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. ¢So then let us not fall
asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; ’for those who
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of
faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. °For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, °who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep
we may live with him. 1'Therefore encourage one another and build up
each other, as indeed you are doing.

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142)
(sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life. Alleluia.



L: The Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 25,

C: Glory toyou, O Lord

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 3¥“When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 3?All
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, **and he
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. **Then the king
will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; *>for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, 3¢l was
naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was
in prison and you visited me. *’Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave
you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 3*?And when was it that we
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ “°And the king will answer them,
‘Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family you did it to me! “'Then he will say to those at his
left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels; #*for | was hungry and you gave me
no food, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 4l was a stranger
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick
and in prison and you did not visit me! “Then they also will answer, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not take care of you? “>Then he will answer them,
‘Truly | tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did
not do it to me. ¢And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.

+L: The Gospel of the Lord
+C: Praise to you, O Christ

CHOIR ANTHEM - “Awake, My Soul”
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor John Twiton

+HYMN #720 We Are Called

+ NICENE CREED pg. 104

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL (insert)
OFFERING - SONG - | will follow

OFFERTORY - #182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful



MEAL

+ Offering Prayer: God of all goodness, generations have turned to
you, gathered around your table, and shared your abundant blessings.
Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your
abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon
your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

+The Great Thanksgiving pg. 144

+Words of Institution

+ The Lord’s Prayer pg. 145 (right hand column)

Communion Hymn: #719 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life

Prayer after Communion: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set
a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the
least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as
we meet you on the way. Amen.

SENDING

COMMUNITY WORD

+BLESSING
L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ
our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter,

surround you and sustain you until we gather again.
C: Amen.

+HYMN #825 You Servants of God

+DISMISSAL
L: Goin peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

WE WELCOME ALL TOELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions,
physical or mental abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal
struggles. We are committed to being an anti-racist community. By the
power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend God'’s grace, love, justice,
and dignity. You belong here. Your story and your life are valuable. In
Christ’s love, we welcome you.



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 19, 2023
SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?

READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your
understanding:

Monday, Psalm 7, A Plea for Help

Tuesday, Esther 8:3-17, Esther Saves the Jews
Wednesday, John 5:19-40, The Authority of the Son
Thursday, John 1:35-42, The First Disciples

Friday, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18, A Life Pleasing to God
Saturday, Micah 2:1-13, Social Evils Denounced

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“...for  was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me.” -
Matthew 25:35

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how
he is treated: what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is
truly done for him.

o What is the prophet’s word for those who've grown
complacent? Zeph. 1:12

o What do you think the day of the Lord will be like, and how
much should we think about it? (1 Thess 5:2)

o Which tasks listed here are easiest and hardest for you and for
the people in your congregation? (Matt 25:35-36)

PRAY: Holy One, hold us in community with one another. Nurture a spirit
of abundant hospitality and intentional inclusion among us, welcoming
the gifts of adults and children. Inspire creative visions for our life
together. In your name we pray. Amen

BLESS: The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you,
comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen.
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