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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, March 17, 2024 |Fifth Sunday in Lent | 9:00 AM 

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 
 
 

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield 
 

You are encouraged to use the time during the Prelude 
for quiet reflection and preparing for worship. 

 
 

WELCOMING WORD God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be 
made in the future: a covenant that will allow all the people to know God by 
heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to 
himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to 
God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We 
join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave 
strengthened to share God’s love with all the world. 
 

OPENING HYMN:  #379 - Now the Green Blade Rises 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
       whose mercy endures forever. 
C - Amen. 
 

L - Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,   
       and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of   
       our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
       perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,   
       through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C - Amen. 
 

L - Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one   
       Another 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

   Most merciful God, 
C - we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free   
       ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,  
       and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left  
       undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we  
       have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of  
       your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew            
       us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk  
       in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

L - God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 
saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 



God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 

C – Amen 
 

GREETING 
 

L: - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C: - And also, with you. 
 

+ KYRIE pg. 138 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 140 “This is the feast…” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: O God, 
C:  with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive 
our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that 
through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Congregational Songs – You Are So Good to Me 
                                                              Take Up Your Cross  
  
     

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, 
or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more. 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have 
begotten you”; 6as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, 
according to the order of Melchizedek.” 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus 
offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one 
who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 



+LENTEN SENTENCE (pg. 142) 
   (sing) Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in 
steadfast love. 

L: The Gospel according to John, Chapter 12,  
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

GOSPEL:   John 12:20-33 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; 
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 27“Now my 
soul is troubled. And what should I say— ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, 
“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment 
of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when 
I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this 
to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM – Redeeming Love 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

 MESSAGE Pastor John Twiton 
 

+HYMN # 723 Canticle of the Turning (vs. 1 & 2) 
 

+NICENE CREED pg. 104 
 

THE PRAYERS pg. 143 
 

  (As the leader concludes each petition with the words:  
  “Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”) 

 

OFFERING SONG       Rock of Ages 
 

OFFERTORY - #182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 
 



MEAL 
 

+ Offering Prayer: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this 
meal. Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may 
know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but with 
hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name. Amen. 
 
 

+The Great Thanksgiving pg. 144 
 

+Words of Institution 
 

+ The Lord’s Prayer pg. 145 (right hand column) 
 

Communion Hymn:  Wide Open Are Your Hands (insert) 
 

Prayer after Communion: Generous God, at this table we have 
tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat are gathered 
into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the 
name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
 

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ 
our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, 
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.   
C: Amen. 
 

+HYMN # 434 - Jesus Shall Reign (vs. 1,4,5) 
 

+DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 
Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental 
abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal struggles.  We are 
committed to being an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here. 
Your story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s love, we welcome you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 17, 2024 
 

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
 

READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your 
understanding: 
 

Monday, Psalm 119:9-16, The Glories of God’s Law 
 

Tuesday, Matthew 1:16, 18-21, The Birth of Jesus the Messiah 
 

Wednesday, Haggai 2:1-9, 20-23, The Future Glory of the Temple 
 

Thursday, Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, A Song of Victory 
 

Friday, Philippians 2:12-18, Shining as Lights in the World 
 

Saturday, Jeremiah 33:10-16, Healing after Punishment 
 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:  
 

“Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  -

- John 12:24 
 

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. 
Here Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his 
death into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 
 

• Jeremiah speaks of a day when everyone will know God. What does 
it mean to you to “know the Lord”? (Jer 31:34) 

 

• In what ways have you “learned obedience” through what you have 
suffered? Resisted learning? (Heb 5:8) 

 

• What do you think Jesus means by “love their life” and “hate their 
life in this world”? (John 12:25) 

 
PRAY:  O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy 
you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
BLESS:  God bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you 
with courage, and give you peace. Amen. 
 

 
 


	Friday, Philippians 2:12-18, Shining as Lights in the World

