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A family in faith, reaching out to share in God’s love 
with all people. 
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ELC@MHTC.NET – 608-437-5012 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, April 14, 2024 | Third Sunday of Easter| 9:00 AM 

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 
 

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield 
 

You are encouraged to use the time during the Prelude 
for quiet reflection and preparing for worship. 

 

WELCOMING WORD The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always 
one in which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are 
the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, 
Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his 
suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main 
elements of our Sunday worship. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  
# 886 - Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

L - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
       whose mercy endures forever. 
C - Amen. 
 

L - God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Let us 
confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 
 

Gracious God, 
C - have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from   
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

L - In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 



therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C - Amen 

GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also, with you. 
 

+ KYRIE pg. 138 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 139 “Glory to God in the Highest…” 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

L: Almighty God, 
C: Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to 
the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SONGS: 
 

That's Why We Praise Him 
                                          Take Me, Jesus, As I Am 
 

FIRST READING - Acts 3:12-19 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at 
this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we 
had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though 
he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you 
killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we 
are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this 
man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through 
Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also 
your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all 
the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and 
turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 

SECOND READING:  1 John 3:1-7 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does 
not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do 
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see 



him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just 
as he is pure. 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in 
him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has 
either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142) 
      (sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the    
                  words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

L: The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 24, 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they 
were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and 
why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; 
see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it 
and ate in their presence. 44Then he said to them, “These are my words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 
46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer 
and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 

+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “How Great Thou Art”  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
 

MESSAGE Intern Zach Smirris 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:   # 376 - Thine Is the Glory 
 

+APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105 
 

OFFERING – 
 

MUSIC - “Live Like That” 



 

OFFERTORY #186 “Create in me….” 
 

 
THE PRAYERS (pg. 143)  
(As the pastor concludes each petition with the words:     
“Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”) 
 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 145) (right hand column) 
 

SENDING 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ 
 our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, 
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.   
C: Amen. 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  # 661 - I Love to Tell the Story 
 

+DISMISSAL       
 

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 
WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 
Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender 
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical 
or mental abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal 
struggles.  We are committed to being an anti-racist community. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, 
and dignity. You belong here. Your story and your life are valuable. In 
Christ’s love, we welcome you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 14, 2024 
 
 

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
 

READ: Read the daily readings to deepen your understanding: 
 
 

Monday, Psalm 150, Praise for God’s Surpassing Greatness 

Tuesday, 1 John 2:1-6, Christ Our Advocate 

Wednesday, Proverbs 9:1-6, Wisdom’s Feast 

Thursday, Psalm 23, The Divine Shepherd 

Friday, Acts 4:1-4, Peter and John before the Council 

Saturday, Mark 6:30-34, Sheep without a Shepherd 
 
 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:    
 

 

“repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed 
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem” 

– Luke 24:47 
 

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the 
minds of the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces 
them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim 
the message of repentance and forgiveness. 
 

• What have you learned about being disturbed or angry but 
avoiding sin? (Psalm 4:4) 

• Notice and ponder the names for God and Jesus in this passage, 
including Author of Life (Acts 4:12-19). 

• What does being a witness mean to you? What parallels do you 
see with courtroom witnesses? (Luke 24:48) 

 

PRAY: Holy God, fill us with your words of life, that we may live as 
witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

BLESS: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending 
joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope bless you now and 
always.  Amen. 



 
 


