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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Sunday, May 12, 2024 | Seventh Sunday of Easter| 9:00 AM
(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield

You are encouraged to use the time during the Prelude
for quiet reflection and preparing for worship.

WELCOMING WORD The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken
from the long prayer Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night
before his death, and always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one
as he and the Father are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or
institutional unity, but mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love, and
joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom we have received but also await.
Come, Holy Spirit!

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:
# 510 Word of God, Come Down on Earth

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
C-Amen.

L - God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Let us confess
our sinin the presence of God and of one another.

(Silence is kept for reflection.)

Gracious God,

C - have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from

you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

L - In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die

for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C-Amen



GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also, with you.

+ KYRIE pg. 138
+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 139 “Glory to God in the Highest...”

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Gracious and glorious God,

C: you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ
you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved
world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL SONGS: He Knows My Name
Draw the Circle Wide

FIRST READING - Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, *“Friends, the
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—
for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this
ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, ?’beginning from the
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these
must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 2°So they proposed
two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and
Matthias. 2*Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart.
Show us which one of these two you have chosen #to take the place in
this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his
own place.” 2And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and
he was added to the eleven apostles.

SECOND READING: 1John5:9-13

?If we receive human testimony; the testimony of God is greater; for this
is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. °Those who
believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who
do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the
testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 1*And this is the
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. **Whoever
has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have
life. 131 write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.



+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142)
(sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life. Alleluia.

L: The Gospel according to John, Chapter 17,
C:Glory toyou, O Lord

GOSPEL: John 17:6-19

[Jesus prayed:] ®| have made your name known to those whom you gave
me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they
have kept your word. ’Now they know that everything you have given me
is from you; &for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and
they have received them and know in truth that | came from you; and
they have believed that you sent me. ’| am asking on their behalf; | am not
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me,
because they are yours. 1°All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and |
have been glorified in them. **And now | am no longer in the world, but
they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them
in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are
one. »While | was with them, | protected them in your name that you
have given me. | guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the
one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. **But now |
am coming to you, and | speak these things in the world so that they may
have my joy made complete in themselves. *I have given them your word,
and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world,
just as | do not belong to the world. | am not asking you to take them out
of the world, but | ask you to protect them from the evil one. 1*They do
not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the world. ’Sanctify
them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the
world, so | have sent them into the world. 1?And for their sakes | sanctify
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

+L: The Gospel of the Lord
+C: Praise to you, O Christ

CHOIR ANTHEM: They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Intern Zach Smirris

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: #712 What a Friend We Have in Jesus
GRADUATE BLANKET BLESSING

BENEVOLENCE - Neighbors Helping Neighbors

OFFERING -



MUSIC - Help Us See
OFFERTORY #186 “Create in me....”

THE PRAYERS (pg. 143)
(As the pastor concludes each petition with the words:
“Lord in your mercy...” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”)

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 145) (right hand column)
SENDING
COMMUNITY WORD

+BLESSING

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ
our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter,
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.

C: Amen.

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: #551 The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve

+DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

WE WELCOME ALL TOELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression,
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental
abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal struggles. We are
committed to being an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit,
we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here.
Your story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s love, we welcome you.



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 12, 2024

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?
READ: Read the daily readings to deepen your understanding:

Monday, Psalm 115, Weakness of Idols and Greatness of God
Tuesday, Luke 6:12-16, Jesus Chooses the Twelve Apostles
Wednesday, John 16:16-24, Sorrow Will Turn into Joy
Thursday, Psalm 33:12-22, Sorrow Will Turn into Joy

Friday, 1 Corinthians 15:50-57, The Resurrection Body
Saturday, Romans 8:14-17, 22-27, The Spirit Helps Us

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“As you have sent me into the world, so | have sent
them into the world.” - John 17:18

In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his
death—his prayer for his disciples and for all who would believe in him
through their words.

¢ What does testimony mean? What forms does God'’s
testimony take? (1 John 5:9-11)

e What are the characteristics and priorities of Jesus being
sent into the world? (John 17:18)

e What spiritual practices help you yield fruit in season and
retain green leaves? (Psalm 1:3)

PRAY: Almighty God, fill us with your words of life, that we may live as
witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

BLESS: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and
the Spirit of Easter hope bless you now and always. Amen.



