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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, May 26, 2024 | Holy Trinity| 9:00 AM 

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 
 

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield 
 

You are encouraged to use the time during the Prelude 
for quiet reflection and preparing for worship. 

 

 

WELCOMING WORD When we say God is the triune God, we are saying 
something about who God is beyond, before, and after the universe: that there 
is community within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words 
today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate 
parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and God the 
same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  
     #638 Blessed Assurance 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

L - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
       whose mercy endures forever. 
C - Amen. 
 

L - God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Let us confess 
our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

                                    (Silence is kept for reflection.) 
 

Gracious God, 
C - have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from   
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

L - In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die  
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C - Amen 

 



GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also, with you. 
 

+ KYRIE pg. 138 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 139 “Glory to God in the Highest…” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

L: Almighty Creator and ever-living God  
C: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your 
power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend 
us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you 
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SONGS:   
                                                                       Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble? 
                                                                       Shout to the Lord 
 

FIRST READING - Psalm 29 (read responsively) 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; 
    worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
 

3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
    the God of glory thunders, 
    the Lord, over mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
    the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
    the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf 
    and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 

7 The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
    the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 

9 The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl[b] 
    and strips the forest bare, 
    and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 
10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
    the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
 

11 May the Lord give strength to his people! 
    May the Lord bless his people with peace! 
 

about:blank#fen-NRSVUE-14318b


SECOND READING:  Romans 8:12-17 
12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all 
who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142) 
      (sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the    

                  words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

L: The Gospel according to John, Chapter 3, 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So, it is with everyone who is born 
of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus 
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 
these things? 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and 
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I 
have told you about earthly things and you do not believe; how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 

+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
 

MESSAGE Intern Zach Smirris 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: 
 

                                                                     #660 Lift High the Cross (vs.1,3,4) 
  

+APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105 
 

OFFERING – 
 

MUSIC – Make a Difference 
 

OFFERTORY #186 “Create in me….” 
 

THE PRAYERS (pg. 143)  
(As the pastor concludes each petition with the words:     
“Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”) 
 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 145) (right hand column) 
 

SENDING 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ 
 our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, 
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.   
C: Amen. 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  
 

                            #631 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (vs. 1,3,4) 
 

+DISMISSAL       
 

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

 
WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 
Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender 
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical 
or mental abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal 
struggles.  We are committed to being an anti-racist community. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, 
and dignity. You belong here. Your story and your life are valuable. In 
Christ’s love, we welcome you. 

 



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 26, 2024 
 
 

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
 

READ: Read the daily readings to deepen your understanding: 
 
 

Monday, Psalm 20, Prayer for Victory 
Tuesday, 1 Corinthians 2:1-10, Proclaiming Christ Crucified 

Wednesday, Numbers 6:22-27, The Priestly Benediction 
Thursday, Psalm 81:1-10, God’s Appeal to Stubborn Israel 

Friday, Luke 1:39-57, Mary Visits Elizabeth 
Saturday, Leviticus 24:5-9,  
 

 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:    
 

 

“Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God without being born of  

water and Spirit.” – John 3:5 
 

Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him 
about being born of the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by 
God to save. 
 
• Isaiah believes his unworthiness is also communal. How might his 

purification affect the community? (Isa 6:1-8) 
 

• How should we put to death bodily deeds while upholding the 
honor of being an heir of God? (Rom 8:12-17) 

 

• Luther said John 3:16 is the gospel in miniature. What could you 
add to complete its message? 

 
 

PRAY: Almighty Creator and ever-living God, we worship your glory, 
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-
Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and 
bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and 
love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESS:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and 
journeys with us, be upon you now and forever. Amen. 
 


