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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Sunday, July 14, 2024 | 8t Sunday after Pentecost | 9:00 AM
(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield

You are encouraged to use the time during the Prelude
for quiet reflection and preparing for worship.

WELCOMING WORD When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel
for its mistreatment of the poor, he becomes a threat to the power of the
priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod
has him killed. In Herod's fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we
may hear hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed through the ages are
alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them, and
to proclaim God'’s saving love.

CONGREGATIONALHYMN:  #413 - Holy, Holy, Holy

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the God of manna, the God of
miracles, the God of mercy.
C-Amen.

L - Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess
our sin.
(Silence is kept for reflection)

God, our provider, help us,

C - Itis hard to believe there is enough to share. We question
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in
which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather
than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in
the world. Amen.

L - Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you
are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there
is always more than enough. Through Jesus, the bread of life,
you are shown God'’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into
abundant life.

C - Amen

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.



+ KYRIE pg. 138
+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 139 “Glory to God in the Highest...”

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: O God,

C: from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot
give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and
also, that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live
in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING - Amos 7:7-15

’This is what [the Lord Gob] showed me: the Lord was standing beside
a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And

the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And | said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said, “See, | am setting a plumb line in the midst of my
people Israel; | will never again pass them by; ? the high places of Isaac
shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 2 Then
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying,
“Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of
Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. ** For thus Amos has
said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.” 2 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee
away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy

there; 12 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” ** Then Amos answered
Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but | am a herdsman,
and a dresser of sycamore trees, 1> and the LORD took me from
following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people

rn

Israel.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly

places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world
to be holy and blameless before him in love. > He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, ¢ to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ? he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that
he set forth in Christ, 1% as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all



things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. * In Christ we have
also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and
will, 2 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might
live for the praise of his glory. 1 In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him,
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; ¥ this is the
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to
the praise of his glory.

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142)
(sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life. Alleluia.

L: The Gospel according to Mark, Chapter 6,
C: Glory toyou, O Lord

GOSPEL: Mark 6:14-29

4 King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had
become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised
from the dead; and for this reason, these powers are at work in

him.” 1> But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like
one of the prophets of old.” ¥ But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John,
whom | beheaded, has been raised.” 1’ For Herod himself had sent men
who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married

her. 18 For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have
your brother’s wife.” 1 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and
wanted to kill him. But she could not, 2° for Herod feared John, knowing
that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he
heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to

him. 21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a
banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of

Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased
Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever
you wish, and | will give it” 22 And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever
you ask me, | will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24 She went out and
said to her mother, “What should | ask for?” She replied, “The head of
John the baptizer” 2> Immediately she rushed back to the king and
requested, “| want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist
on a platter” 2 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his
oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 2’ Immediately
the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He
went and beheaded him in the prison, 22 brought his head on a platter,
and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 2 When his
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid itin a
tomb.



+L: The Gospel of the Lord
+C: Praise to you, O Christ

SPECIAL MUSIC: "Awaiting You" by Adam Guettel
Sung by Noah Strube

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Intern Zach Smirris
+CONGREGATIONALHYMN: #813 - Faith of Our Fathers
+APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING -

OFFERTORY #186 “Create in me....”

COMMISSION FOR ELCA YOUTH GATHERING (insert)
+THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 145) (right hand column)
SENDING

COMMUNITY WORD

+BLESSING

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ
our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter,
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.

C: Amen.

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: # 422 - For All the Saints (vs. 1,2,3,4)
+DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

WE WELCOME ALL TOELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical
or mental abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal

struggles. We are committed to being an anti-racist community. By the
power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and
dignity. You belong here. Your story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s
love, we welcome you.



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 14, 2024

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?
READ: Read the daily readings to deepen your understanding:

Monday, Psalm 142, Prayer for Deliverance
Tuesday, Amos 9:1-4, The Destruction of Israel

Wednesday, Luke 7:31-35, Jesus and John the Baptist
Thursday, Psalm 23, The Good Shepherd

Friday, Jeremiah 10:17-25, The Coming Exile
Saturday, Luke 18:35-43, Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“When (Herod) heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and
yet he liked to listen to him.”- Mark 6:20

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story
of John the Baptist’s martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will
also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation.

e Haveyou ever felt God’s call to speak in the face of opposition,
even if you don’t feel you have any special qualifications? (Amos
7:14-15)

e From what sources do you draw your spiritual inheritance? How
has it been a blessing? (Eph 1:3-14)

e  Whyisitthat Herod likes to hear John the Baptist speak but is
not moved by his message? (Mark 6:14-29)

PRAY: O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and
all just works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments; and also, that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESS: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and
journeys with us, be upon you now and forever. Amen.






