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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, August 18, 2024 | 13th Sunday after Pentecost | 9:00 AM 

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 
 

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield 
 

You are encouraged to use the time during the Prelude 
for quiet reflection and preparing for worship. 

 

WELCOMING WORD Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to 
come and eat her bread and drink her wine. The first chapter of John’s gospel owes 
much to the biblical tradition that imagined Wisdom as existing before anything 
was created and having a role in the work of creation. Christ, the wisdom of God (1 
Cor. 1:24), today invites us to eat his flesh and drink his blood. John’s gospel 
includes no account of the institution of the Lord’s supper, but here we can't help 
hearing Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal of bread and wine we share. 
 

OPENING HYMN:  # 461 - All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

L - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
       whose mercy endures forever. 
C - Amen. 
 

L - Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,   
       and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of   
       our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
       perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,   
       through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C - Amen. 
 

L - Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one   
       another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

   Most merciful God, 
C - we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free   
       ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,  
       and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left  
       undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we  
       have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of  
       your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew            
       us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk  
       in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

L - In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C –Amen 



GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C:  And also, with you. 
 

+ KYRIE pg. 138 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 140 “This is the feast…” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Ever loving God,  
C:  your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us 
with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and 
sustained by his risen life to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SONGS:  Prince of Peace 
                                                                      Come and Eat  
       

FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6 
1Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars. 2She has 
slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, she has also set her table. 
3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls from the highest places in the 
town, 4“You that are simple, turn in here!” To those without sense she says, 
5“Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed. 6Lay aside 
immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight.” 

 

SECOND READING:  Ephesians 4:31-5:2;15-20 
31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling 
and slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.   
1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but 
as wise, 16making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 17So do 
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18Do not get 
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as 
you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing 
and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the 
Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142) 
      (sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the    

           words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

L: The Gospel according to John, Chapter 6, 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 



GOSPEL:  John 6:51-58 
[Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 
Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give 
for the life of the world is my flesh.” 52The Jews then disputed among 
themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat 
my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on 
the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 6Those 
who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as 
the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 
eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from 
heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the 
one who eats this bread will live forever.” 
 

+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

MESSAGE Pastor John Twiton 
 

+HYMN #477 - I Received the Living God  
(This hymn is new to us, so you are encouraged to sing from the 
hymnal.) 
 

+NICENE CREED pg. 104 
 

THE PRAYERS pg. 143 
 

  (As the leader concludes each petition with the words:  
  “Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”) 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
BENEVOLENCE PRESENTATION 
 
OFFERING  
 

OFFERING SONG - Everlasting God  
 

OFFERTORY - #182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEAL 
 

+ Offering Prayer: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with 
your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has 
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 
 

+The Great Thanksgiving pg. 144 
 

+Words of Institution 
 

+ The Lord’s Prayer pg. 145 (right hand column) 
 

Communion Hymn: #462 - Now We Join in Celebration 
 

Prayer after Communion: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from 
your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in 
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
 

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ 
our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, 
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.   
C: Amen. 
 

+HYMN # 793 - Be Thou My Vision 
 

+DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 
Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental 
abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal struggles.  We are 
committed to being an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here. 
Your story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s love, we welcome you. 

 
 
 
 
 



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 18, 2024 
 

 

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
. 

READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your 
understanding: 
 

Monday, Psalm 36, Human Wickedness and Divine Goodness 

Tuesday, Acts 7:9-16, Stephen’s Speech to the Council 
Wednesday, Genesis 47:13-26, The Famine in Egypt 

Thursday, Psalm 34:15-22, Praise for Deliverance from Trouble 
Friday, Romans 13: 11-14, An Urgent Appeal 
Saturday, John 1:43-51, Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:  
 

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven.”—John 6:51 
 

In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching 
in which Jesus identifies himself as the true “bread of life.” Finally, in these 
verses, he makes a connection that would not be understood until after his 
death, in light of the church’s celebration of holy communion. 
 

• Is wisdom’s call to maturity listened to today?  Do people look 
for wisdom, or just material comfort? (Proverbs 9:6) 
 

• What songs or hymns are the most spiritual to you? How 
does the Spirit work through them?  (Eph 5:15-20) 

 

• Jesus’ audience is put off by the idea of flesh as food. How do 
you explain this mystery? (John 6:51-58) 

 
PRAY: Ever loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the 
life of the world. Fill us with such a knowledge of his presence that we 
may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you 
continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
BLESS:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and 
journeys with us, be upon you now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


