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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, February 2, 2025 | Presentation of Our Lord | 9:00 AM 
(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 

 

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield 
 

You are encouraged to use the time during the Prelude 
for quiet reflection and preparing for worship. 

 

WELCOMING WORD The Presentation of Our Lord is referred to in some 
corners of the church as Candlemas because of an ancient tradition of blessing 
all the candles to be used in the church in the coming year at the mass 
celebrated on that day. It was a way of underscoring the truth of Simeon’s 
confession that this baby Jesus was “a light for revelation to the Gentiles” and a 
light for glory to Israel. Let the light of every candle in church be a little 
epiphany of the love of God for all people in the person of God’s son, Jesus, the 
light of the world. 
 

OPENING HYMN:  # 834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

L - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. 
C - Amen. 
 

L - Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C - Amen. 
 

L - Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one   
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
   Most merciful God, 

C - we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

       L - In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

       C –Amen 



 
GREETING 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
C:  And also, with you. 
 

+ KYRIE pg. 138 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 140 “This is the feast…” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Almighty and ever-living God,  
C:  your only-begotten Son was presented this day in the temple. May 
we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same Jesus 
Christ, our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SONGS:  The Love of God 
                                                   Lord, Reign in Me    
   

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 
1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of 
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as 
a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi 
and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the 
LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 2:14-18 
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself 
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the 
one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he 
did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore 
he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a 
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was 
tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 
 

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142) 
      (sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the    

           words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

L: The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 2, 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 2:22-40 



22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, 29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And the 
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child 
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36 There was also a 
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment 
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 When they had finished 
everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 

+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Of the father's love begotten” Organ Barb Underwood 
    Clarinet-Kristen Willcutt 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

 MESSAGE Pastor John Twiton 
 

+HYMN # 311 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
                                         (You may wish to follow the music in the hymnal) 
 

+NICENE CREED pg. 104 
 

THE PRAYERS pg. 143 
 



  (As the leader concludes each petition with the words:  
  “Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”) 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERING SONG - Great Light of the World  
 

OFFERTORY - #182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 

MEAL 
 

+ Offering Prayer: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 
and your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to 
your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow 
with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen. 
 

+The Great Thanksgiving pg. 144 
 

+Words of Institution 
 

+ The Lord’s Prayer pg. 145 (right hand column) 
 

Communion Hymn: # 490 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 

Prayer after Communion: Nourishing God, at this table you have 
refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for 
service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and 
healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
 

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ 
our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter, 
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.   
C: Amen. 
 

+HYMN # 313 O Lord, Now Let Your Servant 
 

+DISMISSAL 
 

L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

 
“I am God’s child, deserving of love and respect, 

 

and God will use me to change the world.” 
 



 
 

WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 
Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender 
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical 
or mental abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal 
struggles.  We are committed to being an anti-racist community. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and 
dignity. You belong here. Your story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s 
love, we welcome you. 
 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 2, 2025 
 

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
. 

READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your 
understanding: 
 

Monday, 1 Kings17:8-16, The Widow of Zarephath 
Tuesday, Psalm 56, Trust in God under Persecution 

Wednesday, Luke 19:41-44, Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem 
Thursday, Psalm 138, Thanksgiving and Praise 

Friday, Acts 9:26-31, Saul in Jerusalem 

Saturday, Judges 3:7-11, Othniel’s Time as Judge 
 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:  
 

“for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
 prepared in the presence of all peoples,”—Luke 2:30-31 

 

This story is a study in contrasts: the infant Jesus with the aged prophets; 
the joy of birth with the ominous words of Simeon to Mary; the faithful 
fulfilling of the law with the presentation of the one who will release its 
hold over us. Through it all, we see the light of God’s salvation revealed to 
the world. 

 

• What is the promise, and the warning, found in Malachi 3:1-4? 
• Hebrews 2:14-18 offers different ways of looking at Jesus and 

ourselves. How can you focus your preaching this week?  
• What is the hope of each person described in Luke 2:22-40? 
 
PRAY: Lord God, your only-begotten Son was presented this day in 
the temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts 
by the same Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESS:  The Spirit of the triune God bless you with joy, anoint you with 
compassion, and send you in love. Amen. 



 


