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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Sunday, March 16, 2025 |2" Sunday in Lent | 9:00 AM
(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield

You are encouraged to use the time during the Prelude
for quiet reflection and preparing for worship.

WELCOMING WORD Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God'’s
desire to protect and save us, our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people
have been called and gathered into a God-initiated relationship that will
endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in which to seek
God'’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our
salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the Lord.”

OPENING HYMN: # 520 - Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (vs. 1,2,3)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L - Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.
C-Amen.

L - Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C-Amen.

L - Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
C - we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

L - In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C-Amen



GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C: And also, with you.

+ KYRIE pg. 138

+ HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 140 “This is the feast...”

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: God of the covenant,

C: in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world.
Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that
we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL SONGS: You Are So Good To Me
That's Why We Praise Him

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12,17-18

I After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not
be afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great” 2 But
Abram said, “O Lord GobD, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 2 And Abram said, “You have
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir” 4 But
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one
but your very own issue shall be your heir” > He brought him outside and
said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ¢ And he believed
the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. ” Then he said
to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give
you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord Gob, how am | to know that

| shall possess it?” ? He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a
female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.” ®He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half
over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. * And when birds
of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12 As the sun
was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying
darkness descended upon him. ” When the sun had gone down and it was
dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these

pieces. 1 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To
your descendants | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river,
the river Euphrates.”

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17—4:1

17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live
according to the example you have in us. ¥ For many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ; | have often told you of them, and now | tell you even with



tears. ? Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in
their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 2° But our citizenship is in
heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ. 2! He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself. 4! Therefore, my brothers and sisters,
whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this
way, my beloved.

+LENTEN SENTENCE (pg. 142)

(sing) Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in
steadfast love.

L: The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 13,
C:Glory toyou, O Lord

GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35

1 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away
from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell
that fox for me, ‘Listen, | am casting out demons and performing cures
today and tomorrow, and on the third day | finish my work. 3 Yet today,
tomorrow, and the next day | must be on my way, because it is impossible
for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem! 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often have | desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her
brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 3> See, your house is left
to you. And | tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you
say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord
+C: Praise to you, O Christ

CHOIR ANTHEM: “I Need Thee Every Hour”
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE Pastor John Twiton

+HYMN # 781 - Children of the Heavenly Father
+NICENE CREED pg. 104

THE PRAYERS pg. 143

(As the leader concludes each petition with the words:
“Lord in your mercy...” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”)

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING



OFFERING SONG - You Are God Alone
OFFERTORY - #182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

MEAL

+ Offering Prayer: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures
among us, opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on
your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ

Amen.

+The Great Thanksgiving pg. 144
+Words of Institution

+ The Lord’s Prayer pg. 145 (right hand column)
Communion Hymn: #759 - My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Prayer after Communion: Generous Host, you have shared your feast
with us and made us new. Send us now to set tables of love and grace
in our communities, that your liberating love might nourish the world
into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

SENDING
COMMUNITY WORD
+BLESSING

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ
our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter,
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.

C: Amen.

+HYMN # 719 - Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life (vs.1,4,5,6)

+DISMISSAL
L: Goin peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

“I am God’s child, deserving of love and respect,
and God will use me to change the world.”

WE WELCOME ALL TOELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression,
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental
abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal struggles. We are
committed to being an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit,
we will work to extend God'’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here.
Your story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s love, we welcome you.



If you would like more information about ELC of Mount Horeb
please fill out the visitor cards in the pew pads
which are passed during offering.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 16, 2025

SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?

READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your
understanding:

Monday, Psalm 105:1-15;42, God'’s Faithfulness to Israel
Tuesday, 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, Warnings from Israel’s History
Wednesday, Luke 13:22-31, The Narrow Door

Thursday, Daniel 3:19-30, The Fiery Furnace

Friday, Psalm 63:1-8, Comfort and Assurance

Saturday, Isaiah 5:1-7, Song of the Unfruitful Vineyard

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“How often have | desired to gather your children together
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,
and you were not willing!”
Luke 13:34

Neither Herod'’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will
deter Jesus from his sacrificial mission.

e Jesus compares himself to a hen gathering her brood. Which
gospel stories illustrate that? (Luke 13:34)

e What does it mean to you to “behold the beauty of the Lord
and to inquire in his temple?” (Psa 27:4)

¢ Intimes of political turmoil, how does it make a difference to
know our citizenship is in heaven? (Phil 3:26)

PRAY: God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise
everlasting life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and
shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

BLESS: The Spirit of the triune God bless you with joy, anoint you with
compassion, and send you in love. Amen.






