SATURDAY- JUNE 28, 2025 -5:00 PM
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MT. HOREB

A family in faith, reaching out to share in God’s love
with all people.

WE WELCOME ALLTO ELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions,
physical or mental abilities, financial resources, family status, or
personal struggles. We are committed to being an anti-racist
community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend
God'’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here. Your story and
your life are valuable. In Christ’s love, we welcome you.

MINISTERS ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH

GUEST PASTOR

NICOLE ESPE
ELC@MHTC.NET - 608-437-5012



ORDER OF WORSHIP

Saturday, June 28, 2025 | 3rd Sunday after Pentecost | 5:00 p.m.
(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE - Karen Erickson

WELCOMING WORD We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’
call to follow him an invitation to freedom. This is freedom to revel in the
Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is freedom to not be
imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life God
has given us. This is the path of life.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

L - Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you,
and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in
Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: #825 You Servants of God

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you
favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that,
leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

15 Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. ¢ Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel;
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in
your place”*? So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat,
who was plowing. There were twelve yokes of oxen ahead of him, and he
was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over
him. 2° He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father
and my mother, and then | will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go
back again; for what have | done to you?” ! He returned from following
him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment
from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they
ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.

SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25

! For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery. ** For you were called to freedom,
brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity
for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another.
14 For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 1° If, however, you bite and
devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one
another. * Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of
the flesh. ¥’ For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and
what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed
to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. '8 But if you
are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. ** Now the works
of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity,

licentiousness, ?°idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger,
quarrels, dissensions, factions, 2! envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these. | am warning you, as | warned you before: those
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 By
contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, 2% gentleness, and self-control. There is no
law against such things. ?* And those who belong to Christ Jesus
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have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. ° If we live by
the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

+L: The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 9
+C: Glory to you, O Lord

GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62

>1When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to
go to Jerusalem. 2 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way
they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; > but
they did not receive him, because his face was set toward

Jerusalem. >* When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord,
do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and
consume them?” > But he turned and rebuked them. *¢ Then they went
on to another village. >’ As they were going along the road, someone said
to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” > And Jesus said to him,
“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man
has nowhere to lay his head.” °° To another he said, “Follow me.” But he
said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” ¢° But Jesus said to him,
“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” ¢* Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first
say farewell to those at my home.” 4% Jesus said to him, “No one who puts
a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

+L: The Gospel of the Lord

+C: Praise to you, O Christ

MESSAGE Pastor Nicole Espe

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:
#798 Will You Come & Follow Me?

+APOSTLES’ CREED pg. 105
OFFERING

OFFERTORY #186 - Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me
with your free Spirit.

THE PRAYERS (pg. 143)
(As the leader concludes each petition with the words:
“Lord in your mercy...” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”)

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER pg. 145



SENDING
COMMUNITY WORD

+BLESSING

L: May the blessing of God our creator, the love of Jesus Christ
our redeemer, and the presence of the Holy Spirit the comforter,
surround you and sustain you until we gather again.

C: Amen.

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:
#805 Lead On, O King Eternal

+DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

“l am God's child, deserving of love and respect,
and God will use me to change the world.”

If you would like more information about ELC of Mount Horeb
please fill out the visitor cards in the pew pads
which are passed during offering.



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 29, 2025
SHARE What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?

READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your
understanding:

Monday, Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45, God’s Faithfulness to Israel
Tuesday, 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5, Chosen for Salvation
Wednesday, Proverbs 4:10-27, Keep to the Right Path
Thursday, Psalm 69:7-10, Prayer for Deliverance

Friday, Jeremiah 18:18-23, Plot Against Jeremiah

Saturday, Luke 1:57-67 (68-80) The Birth of John the Baptist

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every
disease and every sickness.” -- Matthew 10:1

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus
himself. Here, he instructs his first disciples as to how they might
proclaim the gospel through their words and deed:s.

¢ What has been your deepest moment of doubt? What did you
learn from the experience? (Gen 18:1-15, 21:1-7)

¢ How can you encourage those who are suffering to find meaning
in their experience? (Rom 5:1-8)

o What parts of this passage can you apply to work of evangelism in
the church today? (Matt 9:35-10:8, 9-23)

PRAY God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and
brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that,
overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm
and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESS The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the
smallest seed bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the
age. Amen.
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