
SUNDAY- AUGUST 31ST, 2025 -9:00 AM 
 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MT. HOREB 
 

A family in faith, reaching out to share in God’s love 
with all people. 

 

 
 

WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 
Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, 

gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental 
abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal struggles.  We are 

committed to being an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here.  

Your story and your life are valuable. 
 In Christ’s love, we welcome you. 

 
MINISTERS                          ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH 
GUEST PASTOR                              KIRSTEN MUELLER 

 
 
 
 
 

ELC@MHTC.NET – 608-437-5012 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, August 31, 2025 | 12th Sunday after Pentecost | 9:00 AM 

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 
 
 

PRELUDE   Diane Dangerfield 
 

You are encouraged to use the time during the Prelude 
for quiet reflection and preparing for worship. 

 
WELCOMING WORD  
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy 
baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of 
that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can 
be more inviting still. 
 
+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #676 Lord, Speak to Us, that We May Speak 
 

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS 
 

L: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
 

L: Most merciful God, 
C: You free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow 
our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn 
away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, 
kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
L: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins 
are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
C: Amen. 
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GREETING 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also, with you. 
 

+KYRIE   pg. 138 
 

+HYMN OF PRAISE   pg. 139 “Glory to God in the Highest…”  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

L: O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are 
humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the 
generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Proverbs 25:6-7a 
6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of 
the great, 7a for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower 
in the presence of a noble. 
 

SECOND READING   Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in 
prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 
were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the 
marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral 
and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be 
content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you 
or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I 
will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 7 Remember your leaders, 
those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and forever. 15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice 
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not 
neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God. 
 

+ACCLAMATION (pg. 142) 
      (sing) Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the    

                  words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 
 

L: The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 14 
C: Glory to you, O Lord  
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GOSPEL   Luke 14:1, 7-14 
1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them 
a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 
not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 
than you have been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both 
of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in 
disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are 
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be 
honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 
be exalted.” 12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you 
give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers 
and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you 
in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite 
the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the righteous.” 
 

+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   Pastor Kirsten Mueller 
 

MESSAGE   Pastor Kirsten Mueller 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #431   O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us     
                                                                                                                          (vs.1, 2, 3)  

(You may wish to use the hymnal, since this is a new hymn for us.) 
 

+APOSTLES’ CREED   pg. 105 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING  
 

+OFFERTORY #186 “Create in me….”  
 

+THE PRAYERS (pg. 143)  
(As the leader concludes each petition with the words:     
“Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”) 
 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (pg. 145) (right hand column) 
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SENDING 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
L: May the love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus 
Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit bless you and give you 
peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #574   Here I Am, Lord 
 

+DISMISSAL       
 

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

“I am God’s child, deserving of love and respect, 
and God will use me to change the world.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you would like more information about ELC of Mount Horeb  
please fill out the visitor cards in the pew pads  

which are passed during offering. 
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DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 31, 2025 
 
 
SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 
 
READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your 
understanding: 
 
Monday, Psalm 119:65-72, God’s Law Teaches Humility 

Tuesday, Titus 1:1-9, Titus in Crete 
Wednesday, Isaiah 57;14-21, God’s Promise of Help 

Thursday, Psalm 1, The Two Ways 
Friday, Colossians 4:7-17, Paul’s Greetings & Benediction 

Saturday, Deuteronomy 29:2-20, The Covenant Renewed 
 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:    
 

“For all who exalt themselves will be humbled,  
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 -- Luke 14:11 
 

• What makes us hesitate to ‘show hospitality to strangers’ (Hebrews 
13:2) What can we do to improve our hospitality? 

• When is the last time you invited someone to your table? 
• How eager are you to step back and give more honor to others rather 

than seeking your own comfort? 
 
PRAY: O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to 
those who are humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we 
may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
BLESS:  The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, 
comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen. 
 

 


	Friday, Colossians 4:7-17, Paul’s Greetings & Benediction

