SATURDAY- OCTOBER 18TH, 2025 -5:00 PM
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MT.HOREB

A family in faith, reaching out to share in God’s love
with all people.

WELCOMING WORD
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel
today. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again.
Come regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter
with the divine will be blessed.
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WE WELCOME ALLTOELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical
or mental abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal
struggles. We are committed to being an anti-racist community. By the
power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and
dignity. You belong here. Your story and your life are valuable.

In Christ’s love, we welcome you.

MINISTERS ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
INTERIM PASTOR KAREN HOFSTAD
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ELC@MHTC.NET - 608-437-5012



ORDER OF WORSHIP

Saturday, October 18,2025 | 19th Sunday after Pentecost | 5:00 p.m.
(+ =stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE Ruth Heinecke

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Inthe name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

L - AlImighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

L: Most merciful and loving God,

C: We are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We
grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were
lost and have been found.

Amen.

L: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into
the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.

In the name of Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

C: Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #676 Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to
hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to
seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



SCRIPTURE READINGS Genesis 32:22-31
22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids,
and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 22 He took
them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. 2% Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.
2>When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him
on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with
him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I
will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 2 So he said to him, “What is your
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 2 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be
called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans
and have prevailed.” 2 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”
But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed

him. % So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face
to face, yet my life is preserved.” 3! The sun rose upon him as he passed
Penuel, limping because of his hip.

2 Timothy 3:14—4:5
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it 1> and how from childhood you have
known sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. 1 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
750 that the person of God may be proficient, equipped for every good
work. 1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, |
solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with
the utmost patience in teaching. ® For the time is coming when people will
not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires * and will
turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. > As for
you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an
evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

+L: The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 18
+C: Glory toyou, O Lord

GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not
to lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither
feared God nor had respect for people. ® In that city there was a widow
who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my
accuser.” * For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, Though |
have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, > yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me
out by continually coming.’” ¢ And the Lord said, “Listen to what the
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unjust judge says. ” And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who
cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 81 tell you,
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?”

+L: The Gospel of the Lord
+C: Praise to you, O Christ

MESSAGE Pastor Karen Hofstad
+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #742 What a Friend We Have in Jesus
+NICENE CREED pg. 104

+THE PRAYERS pg. 143

(As the leader concludes each petition with the words:
“Lord in your mercy...” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”)

OFFERING

OFFERTORY #186 - Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me
with your free Spirit.

+ OFFERING PRAYER

L: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given
to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on
you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless
all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+THE LORD’S PRAYER pg. 145 (right hand column)
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us
to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

COMMUNITY WORD

+BLESSING

L: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who
gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, bless you now and
forever.



C: Amen.
+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #834 Immortal, Invisible

+DISMISSAL
L: Goin peace. Do not lose heart.
C: Thanks be to God.

“I am God’s child, deserving of love and respect,
and God will use me to change the world.”

If you would like more information about ELC of Mount Horeb
please fill out the visitor cards in the pew pads
which are passed during offering.



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 19, 2025
SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?

READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your understanding:

Monday, Psalm 57, Assurance under Persecution

Tuesday, Luke 1;1-4;24:44-53, Commemoration of St. Luke
Wednesday, Luke 22:39-46, Jesus at the Mt. of Olives
Thursday, Psalm 84:1-7, The Joy of Worship

Friday, Jeremiah 9:17-26, The People Mourn in Judgement
Saturday, Jeremiah 14:1-6, The Great Drought

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and
not to lose heart.”
-- Luke 18:1

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas.
Jesus is calling God’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an
unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent widow, how much
more will God respond to those who call.

e When have you felt like you were wrestling with God?
What was the outcome? (Gen 32:22)

e Who was most influential and inspiring in your faith formation?
(2Tim 3:14)

e Who are the “widows” in your community, the people who long
for and beg for justice and mercy? (Luke 18:1)

PRAY: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to
hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek
your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESS: The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort
you, and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen.
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