
SATURDAY- OCTOBER 4TH, 2025 -5:00 PM 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MT. HOREB 

 

A family in faith, reaching out to share in God’s love 
with all people. 

 
WELCOMING WORD 

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-
worth of faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and 

endurance required for the life of faith are the blessings received in holy 
baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed in this 

assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental 

abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal struggles.  We are 
committed to being an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. 
 You belong here.  Your story and your life are valuable.  

In Christ’s love, we welcome you. 
 

MINISTERS                ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH INTERIM  
PASTOR                                                    KAREN HOFSTAD 

 
 
 
 
 

ELC@MHTC.NET – 608-437-5012 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Saturday, October 4th, 2025 | 17th Sunday after Pentecost | 5:00 p.m. 

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 
 

PRELUDE   Ruth Heinecke 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, our maker, our helper, and our      
     keeper. 
C: Amen. 
 

L - Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

L: Most merciful God, 
C: We are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We 

grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who 
were lost and have been found. 
Amen. 

 

L: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In 
the name of Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

C: Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #556   Morning Has Broken 
 

GREETING 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the   communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also, with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are 

weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that 
with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS            Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2 O Lord, how long shall I 
cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you 
will not save? 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at 
trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention 
arise. 4 So the law becomes slack, and justice never prevails. The wicked 
surround the righteous; therefore, judgment comes forth perverted. 2:1I 
will stand at my watch post and station myself on the rampart; I will keep 
watch to see what he will say to me and what he will answer concerning 
my complaint. 2 Then the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; 
make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 3 For there is still a 
vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and does not lie. If it 
seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 4 Look at 
the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their 
faithfulness. 

             2 Timothy 1:1-14 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the 
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my beloved child: 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as 
my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayer’s night 
and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with 
joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 
you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within 
you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of 
cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of 
God, 9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works but according to his own purpose and grace, and this grace was 
given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it has now been 
revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For 
this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and 
for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in 
whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that 
day the deposit I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound 
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of 
the Holy Spirit living in us. 

+L: The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 17 
+C: Glory to you, O Lord  
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+GOSPEL:                                                Luke 17:5-10 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If 
you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 7 “Who 
among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the 
table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on 
your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and 
drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10 So you 
also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are 
worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’” 
 

+L: The Gospel of the Lord 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

MESSAGE   Pastor Karen Hofstad 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #759   My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 

+NICENE CREED   pg. 104 
 

+THE PRAYERS   pg. 143 
 

  (As the leader concludes each petition with the words:  
  “Lord in your mercy…” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”) 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY #186 - Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me 
with your free Spirit. 
 

+ OFFERING PRAYER 
L: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given 

to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on 
you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to 
bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER   pg. 145 (right hand column) 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
L: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us 

to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C: Amen. 
 

COMMUNITY WORD  
 

+BLESSING 
 

L: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives 
food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN # 597   My Hope Is Built 
 

+DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

“I am God’s child, deserving of love and respect, 
and God will use me to change the world.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like more information about ELC of Mount Horeb  
please fill out the visitor cards in the pew pads  

which are passed during offering. 
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DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 5TH, 2025 
 

 
SHARE: What are three things you are grateful for today? 

READ: Read the daily readings to deepen your understanding: 

Monday, Psalm 61,  

Tuesday, Ephesians 6:10-20,  
Wednesday, Matthew 10:5-15,  

Thursday, Psalm 121, 
Friday, 2 Timothy 2:14-26 

Saturday, Mark 10:46-52 
 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:    

 

“So, he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, 
according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the 

flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.” 2 Kings 5:14 
 

Sometimes it is hard to accept that our salvation as Christians comes by grace 
alone through faith alone.  We like to work hard for our rewards, not necessarily 
because we are hardworking, but because then we are in control.  It is 
uncomfortable to have something as monumental as the fate of our eternal 
existence depend solely on the grace of God, who is wholly outside our control. 

 
• What does it mean to be saved by grace through faith?  

• Is this a help or a hindrance when producing good works of the Spirit? 

• Are there times in your life that you have chosen the harder path?  
What did you learn?  Would you do anything differently now? 

 

PRAY: Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all 
creation. Keep us safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in 
body and spirit, we may with grateful hearts accomplish all that you would 
have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

BLESS:  The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, 
comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always. 
Amen. 
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