SATURDAY- JANUARY 31sT,2026 -5:00 PM
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MT.HOREB

A family in faith, reaching out to share in God’s love
with all people.

WELCOMING WORD
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice,
love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find
wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek,
the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those
who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and
calling in this countercultural way of living and serving.

WE WELCOME ALL TOELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression,
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental
abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal struggles. We are
committed to being an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit,
we will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity.

You belong here. Your story and your life are valuable.

In Christ’s love, we welcome you.

MINISTERS ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
PASTOR KAREN HOFSTAD
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ELC@MHTC.NET - 608-437-5012



ORDER OF WORSHIP

Saturday, January 31, 2026 | Fourth Sunday after Epiphany | 5:00 p.m.
(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE Ruth Heinecke

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.

C: Amen.

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

L: Mighty God, lover of justice,

C:you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was
needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to
seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may
do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

L: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness
of Christ, and forgives your sin in ++ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you
strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.

C: Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #634 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
(vs. 1,2,5)

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world
may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS Micah 6:1-8
1 Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a case against his
people, and he will contend with Israel. 2 “O my people, what have | done to
you? In what have | wearied you? Answer me! 4 For | brought you up from the
land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and | sent before
you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. > O my people, remember now what King
Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of
the Lord.” ¢ “With what shall | come before the Lord and bow myself before
God on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year
old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of
rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul?” @ He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and
to walk humbly with your God?

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
8 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. '? For it is written, “I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will
thwart.” 2° Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save
those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 2% but
we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
gentiles, ?* but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. ?°> For God'’s foolishness is wiser than
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. 2’ But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 22 God chose what is
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that
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are, % so that no one might boast in the presence of God. ° In contrast, God
is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, ' in order that, as it is
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

+L: The Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 5.

+C: Glory toyou, O Lord.

GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12
TWhen Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. ? And he began to speak and taught them,
saying: ®“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. > “Blessed are
the meek, for they will inherit the earth. ¢ “Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. ” “Blessed are the
merciful, for they will receive mercy.  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they will see God. ? “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God. 1°“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 1! “Blessed are you when
people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. *? Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.”

+L: The Gospel of the Lord.

+C: Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Karen Hofstad
+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #818 O Master, Let Me Walk with You
+NICENE CREED pg. 104

+THE PRAYERS pg. 152

As the leader concludes each petition with the words:
“Lord in your mercy...” The people respond: Hear our prayer.”

+SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING

+OFFERTORY #186 - Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me
with your free Spirit.

+ OFFERING PRAYER



L: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have
prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the
wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the
reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+THE LORD’S PRAYER pg. 154 (right hand column)
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty
of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

COMMUNITY WORD

+BLESSING

L: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned
your heart for praise *+ bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #793 Be Thou My Vision

+DISMISSAL
L: Goin peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
C: Thanks be to God.

“I am God’s child, deserving of love and respect,
and God will use me to change the world.”

If you would like more information about ELC of Mount Horeb
please fill out the visitor cards in the pew pads
which are passed during offering.
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DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 1, 2026

SHARE: What are three things you are grateful for today?
READ: Read the daily readings to deepen your understanding:

Monday, Psalm 37:1-17, Exhortation to Patience and Trust
Tuesday, James 5:1-6, Warning to Rich Oppressors
Wednesday, Ruth 3:1-13;4:13-22, Ruth and Boaz
Thursday, Luke 2:22-40, Jesus is Presented at the Temple
Friday, James 3:13-18, Two Kinds of Wisdom

Saturday, Isaiah 29:13-16, The Weak Faith of God’s People
TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.” - Matthew 5:3

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in
the reign of God.

¢  Whydid God have a quarrel with Israel? Might God have a
dispute with you? How would you respond? (Micah 6:2)

¢  What ways of God seem foolish or weak to you? How do they
carry the good news that God is love? (1 Cor 1:27)

e Which of the Beatitudes is hardest for you to accept? Which
brings you the greatest comfort? (Matt 5:1-12)

PRAY: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and
thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our
words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESS: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the
oppressor’s rod bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and
always. Amen.



	Friday, James 3:13-18, Two Kinds of Wisdom

