
 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
EASTER 2026| 7:00 & 9:00 am 

 

(+ = stand if able; All liturgy & hymns are from the red hymnal) 
L=Leader / C=Congregation 

 
 

PRELUDE Diane Dangerfield 
 

GATHERING LITANY 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   
Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
God has given us new life and hope.  God has raised Jesus from the dead.   
 

God has claimed us as God’s own.   
God has brought us out of darkness.  God has made us light to the world.   
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #367 “Now All the Vault of Heaven 
Resounds” 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.  You 
lead us beside still waters.  We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.  We thank you for the waters that 
nourish us.  Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 
journeys.  We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.  
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.  Break 
down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace.  Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 



Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making 
us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and 
praise, now and forever. Amen. 
 

GREETING 
 

KYRIE p. 147 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE p. 149  “This is the feast…”  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive 
and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen 
life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the 
fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SONGS (9:00am) “My Redeemer Lives” 
      “Celebrate Jesus” 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS     Acts 10:34-43 
 

34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who 
fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—
he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on 
the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

    Colossians 3:1-4 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that 
are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, 
then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p. 151 
 



Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia. 

 

The gospel according Matthew, chapters 27 & 28 
 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

EASTER GOSPEL              Matthew 27:57-28:10 
57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named 
Joseph, who also was himself a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 So 
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his 
new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to 
the door of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 62 The next day, that is, after 
the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before 
Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was 
still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 Therefore command the tomb 
to be made secure until the third day; otherwise, his disciples may go and 
steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and 
the last deception would be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, 
“You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So they 
went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.1 After 
the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and 
rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and 
his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became 
like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for 
he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed 
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my 
message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and 
ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” 
And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to 
go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

This is the Good News!  The grave is empty!  Christ is risen!   
Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM (9:00am) “Because He Lives”  
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

EASTER MESSAGE 



 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #377 “Alleluia!  Jesus is Risen!” (vs. 1, 2, 4) 
 

NICENE CREED p. 104 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING – BELL CHOIR   “Rejoice Greatly” 
 

OFFERTORY - #184   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.  You 
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger  
 

and thirst no more.  Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.  In the 
name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING p. 152 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER p. 154 (right column) 
  

COMMUNION   #803    “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to 
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of 
Jesus, Amen. 
 

COMMUNITY WORD 
 

BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn 
of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #365 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
 

EASTER PROCLAMATION AND DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen!   
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
 

Go in peace.  Serve the Risen One!   
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 



 
 
 

WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental 

abilities, financial resources, family status, or personal struggles.  We are 
committed to being an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
will work to extend God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here. Your 

story and your life are valuable. In Christ’s love, we welcome you. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If you would like more information about ELC of Mount Horeb  
please fill out the visitor cards in the pew pads  

which are passed during offering. 
 

 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mt. Horeb 
315 East Main Street 

608-437-5012 
elc@mhtc.net 

mailto:elc@mhtc.net

