SATURDAY MAY 2ND, 2026 -5:00 PM
Fifth Saturday of Easter

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MT.HOREB

A family in faith, reaching out to share in God’s love with all people

WELCOMING WORD
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes
Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his
Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the
world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the
one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds, we bear
witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

WE WELCOME ALLTOELC!

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression,
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental abilities,
financial resources, family status, or personal struggles. We are committed to being

an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend
God'’s grace, love, justice, and dignity. You belong here. Your story and your life are
valuable. In Christ’s love, we welcome you.

MINISTERS ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
PASTOR KAREN HOFSTAD

w)

ELC@MHTC.NET - 608-437-5012



ORDER OF WORSHIP

(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation)

PRELUDE Ruth Heinecke

+THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christis risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead
us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning
dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish
us (local waters may be named). Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a
new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now
and forever. Amen.

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #619 | Know that My Redeemer Lives (vs.1,2,7,8)

+GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

+PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give
us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and



to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS Proverbs 4:10-18

19 Hear, my child, and accept my words, that the years of your life may be
many. ** | have taught you the way of wisdom; | have led you in the paths of
uprightness. > When you walk, your step will not be hampered, and if you
run, you will not stumble. ** Keep hold of instruction; do not let go; guard
her, for she is your life. ** Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not
walk in the way of evildoers. *> Avoid it; do not go on it; turn away from it
and pass on. *¢ For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong; they are
robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble. *” For they eat the
bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence. ¢ But the path of the
righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until
full day.

1 Peter 2:2-10

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow into salvation ®if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. * Come
to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God’s sight, and ° like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. ¢ For it stands in scripture: “See, | am laying in Zion a
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will
not be put to shame.” ” This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those
who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the
very head of the corner,” 8 and “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock
that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do. ? But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, God’'s own people, in order that you may proclaim the
excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

+L: The Gospel according to John, Chapter 14
+C: Glory to you, O Lord.

+GOSPEL John 14:1-14

[Jesus said to the disciples:] * “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in
God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling
places. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for
you? 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take
you to myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. # And you know the
way to the place where | am going.” ®> Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not



know where you are going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him,
“l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on
you do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the
Father, and we will be satisfied.” ? Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you all
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 1° Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say
to you | do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. 1! Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you
do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, | tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact,
will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. 3| will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the

Son. **If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

+L: The Gospel of the Lord.

+C: Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Karen Hofstad
+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #758 You Are the Way
+THE NICENE CREED pg. 104

+THE PRAYERS pg. 152
The leader concludes each petition with the words: “Lord in your mercy...”
The people respond: Hear our prayer.”

+SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING
+OFFERTORY #186 Create in Me

+OFFERING PRAYER

L: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+THE LORD’S PRAYER pg. 154 (right hand column)
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION



+PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

COMMUNITY WORD

+BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn
of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *+ bless you now and
forever. Amen.

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #661 | Love to Tell the Story

+DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

“I am God’s child, deserving of love and respect,
and God will use me to change the world.”

If you would like more information about ELC of Mount Horeb
please fill out the visitor cards in the pew pads
which are passed during offering



DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 3, 2026
SHARE: What was a high point of your day? What was a low point?
READ: Read the following daily readings to deepen your understanding:

Monday, Psalm 102:1-17,
Tuesday, Proverbs 3:5-12,
Wednesday, John 8:31-38,
Thursday, Psalm 66:8-20,
Friday, Genesis 7:1-24,
Saturday, John 14:27-29,

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God, believe also in me.”
--John 14:1

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his
disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before
them and act on their behalf.

¢ Which words or actions of Jesus have had the greatest impact on
your life and behavior? (John 14:1-14)

¢ When have you forgiven someone whom others would have
wished harm or vengeance? (Acts 7:55-60)

¢ How do you relate personally to people in your daily life who are
“nones” or unbelievers? (1 Pet 2:2-10)

PRAY: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and
the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

BLESS: The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you by
the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. Amen.
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