
 

SUNDAY AUGUST 9TH, 2026 - 9:00 AM 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF MT. HOREB 
 

A family in faith, reaching out to share in God’s love with all people 
 

WELCOMING WORD 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the 

sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they 
cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  

Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that 
soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread 

and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace  
and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 

  
WE WELCOME ALL TO ELC! 

Everyone. Without exception. Regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, age, faith traditions, physical or mental abilities, 
financial resources, family status, or personal struggles.  We are committed to being 

an anti-racist community. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we will work to extend 
God’s grace, love, justice, and dignity.  

You belong here; you are seen. Your story and your life are valuable.  
In Christ’s love, we welcome, support, and love all children of God. 

 
MINISTERS                                                     ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH 

PASTOR                                                                                         KAREN HOFSTAD 
 
 
 
 

ELC@MHTC.NET – 608-437-5012 
 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
(+ = stand if able; L = Leader / C = Congregation) 

 

PRELUDE   Diane Dangerfield 
 

WELCOME 
 

+GATHERING SONG #834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (vs. 1,2,4) 
 

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and 
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
 

+SONG OF PRAISE #853 When Morning Gilds the Skies (vs. 1,2,5) 
 

+GREETING 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters 
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                1 Kings 19:9-18 
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,] [Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night 
there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the 
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 11 He said, “Go out and stand on the 
mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a 
great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind  
 



an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound 
of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle 
and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice 
to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have 
been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 
away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king 
over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, 
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in 
your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and 
whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and 
every mouth that has not kissed him.”                                                                 
                                                                                                                                    Romans 10:5-15 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that 
“the person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness 
that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of 
faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and 
one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “ 
No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 
generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” 14 But how are they to call on one in whom they 
have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have 
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim 
him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION #512 Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
 

+L: The Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 14. 
+C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

+GOSPEL                                 Matthew 14:22-33 
 22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other 
side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When 
evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by 
the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early 
in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a  
 



ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them 
and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if 
it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So 
Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, 
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately 
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why 
did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And 
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

+L: The Gospel of the Lord. 
+C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Pastor Karen Hofstad 
 

MESSAGE   Pastor Karen Hofstad 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #755 Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me 
 

+THE PRAYERS   pg. 152 
The leader concludes each petition with the words: “Merciful God…”  
The people respond: Receive our prayer. 
 

+SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

BENEVOLENCE PRESENTATION 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY #686 We Give Thee but Thine Own (vs. 1, 2) 
 

+OFFERING PRAYER 
L: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding 
with us now and forever. Amen. 
 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER   pg. 154 (right hand column) 
 

COMMUNITY WORD 
 

+BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. Amen. 
 

+CONGREGATIONAL HYMN # 774 What a Fellowship 
 

L: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

I am God’s child, deserving of love and respect,  
and God will use me to change the world.” 

 
 
DEVOTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 9, 2026 



 

SHARE: What are your highs/lows for today? 

READ: Read the daily readings to deepen your understanding: 
 

Monday, Psalm 18:1-19, Thanksgiving for Victory 

Tuesday, Luke 1:46-55, Mary’s Song of Praise 

Wednesday, Matthew 8:23-27, Jesus Stills the Storm 

Thursday, Psalm 67, Nations are Called to Praise God 

Friday, Isaiah 63:15-19, A Prayer of Penitence 

Saturday, Isaiah 56:1-5, The Covenant Extended 
 

TALK: Consider some of these ideas:    
 

“Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 

– Matthew 14:31 
 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who 
fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to 
the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and 
doubt. 
 
• Do you ever feel, like Elijah, that faithfulness to God isolates you from 

others around you? (1 Kings 19:14) 
 

• How can you work to be one who makes the message heard? (Romans 
10:14-15) 

 

• What faith did it take for Peter to step out of the boat? Why does he then 
begin to doubt? (Matt 14:22-33) 

 
PRAY: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us 
to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and 
daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESS:  The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed 

/bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen 
 

If you would like more information about ELC of Mount Horeb 
please fill out the visitor cards in the pew pads  

which are passed during offering. 


	+GOSPEL                                 Matthew 14:22-33

